
2022 WEDGE RESIDENCY 
Frequently Asked Questions

Can I participate in this residency while working a full-time job?

Absolutely. In most instances, it’s no problem for the residency to be organized around residents’ sched-
ules, including any existing work commitments. 

What is the timeline for the residency? Is it possible to split the residency over two 
months, with some weeks off in between?

Residencies will begin in July 2022 and run for approximately 10 weeks through September 2022. Given 
that the residency is primarily remote, residents may allocate their time within these dates as they see 
fit. If you have existing commitments during the course of the residency, we can likely plan around these 
with you; there is no need to formally stop and restart the residency.

Do I have to live in Vancouver to apply?

While we are encouraging applications from candidates that live in the Lower Mainland, it is not re-
quired. Given the nature of the residency, we will prioritize applicants who can demonstrate a strong 
connection to Vancouver and a research question that reflects this in some way. Depending on the final 
form your research takes, being able to reasonably travel to Vancouver a couple of times during/after 
the residency may be helpful.

What if my work has nothing to do with research? Or if I want to explore a question 
or idea that I haven’t previously addressed in my practice? 

We encourage candidates to think about “research” broadly – the methods you use and the approach 
you take can be flexible and need not resemble academic research. Likewise, this residency can be used 
as an opportunity to explore an idea or approach that you haven’t before; previous experience with re-
search or in the particular field you are interested in is not required. If what you are proposing is a depar-
ture from your previous work, you’re welcome to make note of this in your application and indicate why 
the question or idea you’re proposing is of interest to you. 

What types of research are you interested in? 

Your research question will ideally address a specific idea, history, movement, or individual. For example, 
the importance of a given event to the city’s history or development; the artistic or political impact of 
an individual or collective; the cultural legacy of a particular place or space. This could include topics 
such as exploring how the 2010 Olympics impacted the social landscape of Vancouver; researching how 
performance art practices have unfolded in British Columbia over the past fifty years; or considering the 
relationship between environmental activism and the arts in the region. 

If you need help in formulating a proposal or want to chat through some potential research ideas for 
your application, please call CAG at 604.681.2700 or email us at wedge@cagvancouver.org. 



Should we find a mentor prior to applying?

While we encourage you to identify any potential mentors you might be interested in working with in your 
application, it’s not necessary to make contact with them prior to applying; CAG and Ground Floor will 
work with successful candidates to arrange their mentorship. If you don’t have any mentors in mind for 
your project, that’s no problem – just indicate this in your application and CAG and Ground Floor will be 
happy to help identify candidates with you.

What is your approach to finding and pairing appropriate mentors for residents? 

We’ll work with residents to select mentors who have either lived experience relative to the question 
you’re asking or research or professional expertise in a related area. This can include both those working 
in the visual arts and in other fields. CAG and Ground Floor will both draw from our existing networks and 
conduct research based on conversations with each resident to propose potential mentors. 

Can you describe CAG’s library and archives? Are these materials available digi-
tally?

CAG’s library is primarily composed of catalogues, monographs and other art publications from cultural 
institutions across Canada and around the world from the past thirty to fifty years, with a particular fo-
cus on Canadian materials. These materials are generally available only in hard copy. The library is held 
in CAG’s second floor offices, which we regret are not wheelchair accessible. CAG staff will be available 
to provide access support, both in terms of research and facilitating access to any materials throughout 
your residency.
 
CAG also has a physical exhibition archive, with some components available digitally. If your research 
question could benefit from access to this history, we are happy to make these archival materials avail-
able to you during the course of the residency. These can be accessed on our first floor, which is wheel-
chair accessible. 

If you have any specific questions about the CAG library and archives, please call us at 604.618.2700 or 
email us at wedge@cagvancouver.org. 

Why did you choose long-form audio as the public output for this residency? Does 
the final presentation have to be audio or can I incorporate other elements?

Given that we expect dialogue between residents and mentors to be a significant component of most 
research conducted during WEDGE, we selected audio as a medium that might allow for conversation 
or exchange to be captured in the final output, while also providing some flexibility to share research 
creatively. If you have another idea for your output, please indicate this in your application and we are 
happy to consider it in the adjudication process.


