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T
HIS EXHIUJTION of two major pieces by Stan Douglas marks a turning point in the 

history of the Contemporary Art Gallery. There have been exhibitions held here 

at 555 Hamilton Street, Vancouver, since 1965. First as the home of the Bau-Xi Gallery, 

then the Artists Gallery, and eventually the CAG. For twenty-three years artists have 

had to contend with the narrow 'entry way' that was always part of the gallery proper 

but always part of the problem of showing here. Stan Douglas has dealt with the 

problem of the entry gallery in admirable fashion by dividing the exhibition into two 

totally separate works, but he will be the last artist to grapple with the idiosyncrasies of 

the space, as the CAG will close for seven weeks following his show to carry out the 

first phase of a renovation which will give us a single gallery sixty feet by twenty feet 

for our main exhibition area. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the CAG, I would like to thank Stan 

Douglas for the time and energy he has put into bringing this exhibition together. 

Thanks are also due to Merike Talve, who initiated the show while she was curator of 

the CAG; Kristin Fredrickson as exhibition co-ordinator; and Lorna Brown for her 

assistance with all aspects of the CAG's program. I am grateful to Miriam Nichols for 

her insightful essay, and to Greg Bcllerby who, as outgoing Director of the CAG, has 

been wonderfully generous with his time. Last but certainly not least, our thanks to 

David Clausen for his patience with everyone during the production of the catalogue. 
I know it hasn't always been easy, but we all know that it has been worth every second 

that it took. 

The Board of Directors of the Contemporary Art Gallery appreciates the support 

of the Canada Council, who funded the catalogue, and the Province of British 

Columbia and the City of Vancouver for their ongoing support of our program. 

Bill Jeffries 
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